


1,

If we try to conceptually model the initiation and development of peatlands (at what scale

and with what resolution?):

a) what are the minimum model components (processes and material pools) that are
required?

b) what are the minimum essential driving variables? At what spatial resolution, and, if
appropriate, temporal resolution, do we need to know these?

¢) what is the minimum number of model structures to cover the most prominent types
of peatland ecosystems (or will one model structure do)?

2. Are we headed towards a universal or global explanation/conclusion? If so, could this be

applied both to a single peatland or peatland complex (e.g., system scale of 0.] - 10 km,
feature scale of 1 - 100 m), and also to a continent {e.g., system scale of 100 - 10000 km,
feature scale of 10 - 100 km)? If not, how many different explanations/cases do we need
to consider?

Based on the understanding that is emerging from the meeting, where are peatlands likely
to be forming/aggrading, changing form/function, or disappearing/degrading now? How
do we expect this to change over the next 100 years as a result global change (climate
change, pollution loading, changing fire regimes, permafrost degradation, sea level rise,
vegetation migration)?

15:30 -- Towards the goal of a new synthesis (for publication in Biogeochemistry). How to do

this?



